
 
Guideline 

for the management of 

feral goats 
(Capra hircus) 

Purpose and scope 

This guideline has been prepared under section 15 of the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 
2002 (Qld) to support successful management of feral goats, declared as a Class 2 pest. It sets out an objective, and 

statutory and non-statutory actions which are consistent with the eight principles of pest management listed in section 

9 of the Act. 

Operational objective 

• To eradicate small, isolated feral goat populations. 

• To manage the economic, environmental and social impacts of established feral goat 

populations. 

Operational actions 

1. Integration 

• Incorporate feral goat management into relevant planning and management programs. 

2. Public awareness 

• Raise public awareness of the impacts of feral goats, the techniques and strategies for their management, and 

the need for their responsible keeping and transport. 

3. Commitment 

• Enforce compliance when landowners do not take reasonable steps to control feral goats. 

4. Consultation and partnership 

• Build working partnerships between key stakeholders to generate a holistic approach to feral goat management 

and a sense of community ownership of the problem. 

5. Planning 

• Refer for additional guidance to the Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral 
Goats, and the pest status review Feral Goat in Queensland. 

• Monitor and map areas at risk in order to: 

– identify properties and catchments that are free from goats 

– detect any new infestations 

– manage spread strategically. 

• Ensure that feral goat management plans are consistent with plans in neighbouring areas. 

• Secure adequate resources (i.e. time, funds and personnel) to carry out the actions in this guideline. 
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6. Prevention 

• Encourage the responsible management of domestic goat herds, including formerly feral goats, so that these 

animals do not add to the feral goat population. 

• Encourage the responsible keeping and transport of domestic goats. 

• Prohibit the release of goats (s. 42). 

• Encourage commercial harvesting and domestication as a means of suppressing feral goat numbers. 

• Eradicate small, isolated populations on islands. 

7. Best practice 

• Apply integrated management, involving trapping, mustering, and shooting on land adversely affected by feral 

goats. 

• Ensure that feral goats are included in calculations of total grazing pressure. 

• Collate and distribute feral goat best practice information to land managers. 

8. Improvement 

• Keep up-to-date with research on the management of feral goats. 

Background 

A domestic goat is one that is tethered or kept in an enclosure that prevents it from escaping. All other goats are 

considered feral for the purposes of this guideline. Domestic goats were introduced to Australia with the First Fleet. 

Feral goat populations established from those early introductions, from goats imported later for wool, and more recently 

from goats kept for meat production and the control of woody weeds. They are now widely distributed in south-west 

Queensland (see map). 

Feral goats compete with livestock for food, and as selective browsers can have a profound effect on vegetation 

composition over a relatively short period. Their browsing may prevent tree and shrub regeneration, and the 

combination of grazing and trampling can lead to soil erosion. Feral goats compete with native fauna for food, shelter, 

and water. They have the potential to act as reservoirs or vectors of several exotic diseases—including foot and mouth 

disease, rinderpest, and bluetongue—that would affect domestic stock if these diseases entered Australia. 

Nevertheless, feral goats provide some benefits. Goat meat is an established export industry; the harvesting of feral 

goats is an important source of income for some landholders. There is also an emerging goat meat farming industry 

based on feral stock. 

As it may take many years to significantly reduce their numbers, the priority for feral goat management is to minimise 

their impacts. The most appropriate control method should be determined in each situation by the extent of the 

damage, the type of land and its conservation value, and commercial possibilities. 

Responsibility 

Landowners: destruction and control of pest animals.
 

Local governments: compliance, surveillance, local planning, mapping, and raising awareness.
 

DEEDI: statewide planning, mapping, coordination, raising awareness, and research.
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Map 

•	 Feral goat distribution, available at www.dpi.qld.gov.au > Biosecurity > Weeds, pest animals and ants > Pest 
Mapping > Annual pest distribution maps > search for a map > select Goat or Feral goat species. 

The maps are updated as new information becomes available, and the latest maps must be accessed from the website. 
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